
KELLY REICHARDT’S FEATURE FILMS
(IN THE ORDER I WANT YOU TO WATCH THEM)

by Sage

MEEK’S CUTOFF (2010) ☐
White settlers get lost on their journey west through the Oregon desert, where
they capture a Native American man and desperately hope he will lead them
to water. Meek’s was my first Reichardt experience, and it continues to inform
the way I watch movies.

WENDY AND LUCY (2008) ☐
After her car breaks down, Wendy is stranded with her dog, Lucy. A heartrending
journey into Reichardt’s interest in characters who don’t have a “safety net,” this
film always gets me thinking on where we find ourselves when we’re in motion and
yet stuck at the same time.

OLD JOY (2006) ☐
Focusing on the friendship of two men who go on a hiking trip to an Oregon hot spring, Old
Joy marks Reichardt’s first full display of what would become her signature style.

FIRST COW (2019) ☐
Friendship and Oregon go together for Reichardt like quiet and landscapes. Mastery of her craft is
beautifully apparent in her return to the 1800s west.

RIVER OF GRASS (1994) ☐
There’s no denying the specialness of this debut feature, which takes place in Reichardt’s home
state of Florida and follows two lonely people on the run for a crime they didn’t commit. The film
showcases Reichardt’s humor and playfulness in ways that make me want to know her.

NIGHT MOVES (2013) ☐
Three environmental activists plot to blow up a dam, and the
fallout is more than they’re prepared for. A striking example of
Reichardt’s description of her films as “glimpses of people
passing through.”

CERTAIN WOMEN (2016) ☐
Based on short stories by Maile Meloy and set in
Montana, Certain Women is arguably Reichardt’s
best film to date. After not being able to get one
of the sound clips quiet enough to suit her liking,
according to an interviewer, “Reichardt looked
despondent. In a signal of forfeit, she sighed,
shrugged and said, ‘Maybe the world is just too
loud.’”


